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VIRGINIA STATE JOUSTING ASSOCIATION RULES
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I. OFFICIAL TOURNAMENTS
To be official, all Virginia tournaments must:

Section  1.
Be conducted under all rules of the Virginia State Jousting Association riding rules

Section  2.
Be filed by the sponsoring organization or club with the secretary of the Virginia State Jousting Association.  In turn, it shall be the secretary’s responsibility to make available to all associations and clubs a complete listing of all recognized events.

Section  3.
The official Virginia tournament season shall be from the completion of the National Jousting Championship Tournament to the completion of the following National Jousting Championship Tournament.

II. CLASSIFICATION AND ADVANCEMENT OF RIDERS
Section  1.
There shall be four (4) recognized levels of competition; Novice, Amateur, Semi-Professional, and Professional.

Section  2.
To count toward rider advancement, a class must have a minimum of six (6) duly registered entrants.  No class will be conducted if there are less than three (3) duly registered entrants and may, at the sponsor’s discretion, be combined with another class.

Section  3.
NOVICE RIDERS – all new riders to the sport who begin as novice riders shall advance as follows:

a.  Upon winning six (6) official tournaments in this class OR two tournaments in a higher class, the rider must immediately advance to AMATEUR class.

Section  4.
AMATEUR RIDERS – open to riders advancing from NOVICE class.

a.  Upon winning six (6) official tournaments in this class OR two tournaments in a higher class, the rider must immediately advance to SEMI-PROFESSIONAL class.

Section  5.
SEMI-PROFESSIONAL RIDERS – open to riders advancing from AMATEUR class, or reverting back from the status of first year PROFESSIONAL rider.
a. Upon winning six (6) official tournaments in this class OR two tournaments in a higher class, the rider must immediately advance to PROFESSIONAL class.

Section  6.
PROFESSIONAL RIDERS – open to riders advancing from SEMI-PROFESSIONAL class

a. First year PROFESSIONAL riders must complete one full season as a PROFESSIONAL riders.  If the rider fails to place during that season, they may, IN THE FIRST YEAR ONLY, elect to revert back to the status of SEMI-PROFESSIONAL at the beginning of the following season.

Section  7.
Any NOVICE, AMATEUR, or SEMI-PROFESSIONAL rider may, at the sponsor’s determination, also participate in any advanced class.  Any crowns won in these advanced classes shall also count toward that rider’s class advancement (as stated in Sections 3a, 4a, 5a).

Section  8.
Any NOVICE, AMATEUR, or SEMI-PROFESSIONAL rider who wins a trophy or open class will have this win count as a win in their regular class.

Section  9.
Any rider registering for, competing in, or failing to advance to the proper class status for which they are qualified shall be approached by their club president or the highest official of the Virginia State Jousting Association present and requested to change to the proper class.  If the rider refuses to comply, they shall be refunded any entry fee and excused from participation.

Section 10.
Any non-resident rider participating in an official Virginia Tournament is expected to compete at the level for which they are currently qualified within their resident state.

Section 11.
Wins in any state will count against a rider toward his or her advancement.

III. TOURNAMENT SPECIFICATIONS
Section  1.
Attire
a. Riders will be properly attired in presentable shirt and pants

b. The association recommends and encourages when riding in parades, the display of lances, shields, or flags and during competition, the use of sashes, gipons, or other costume appropriate to the tournament.

c. Riders not wearing a shirt or wearing attire with inappropriate obvious holes or tears shall be excused from participation.

Section  2.
Rings

a.  Official tournament rings shall be metal rings measured to the correct inside diameter – then wrapped with white cord.

b. The rings shall be suspended by an iron six foot eight and one half inches from the ground (6’8 ½ “)
c. All rings must be speared on the inside of the metal ring.  Any ring speared through its cording will be presented, untouched by the rider, to the tournaments’ judges for final evaluation.  Riders spearing a ring through its cord will not be charged with a lowering of the lance for that ride.

d. Rings will be officially added to the riders score when they have been presented to the judge’s stand, on the lance, untouched, by the mounted rider.  Riders involuntarily removed from their mounts, are expected to remount, and may present only those rings still remaining on the lance to the judges for scoring.  All rings removed during the fall are considered lost.  
Section  3.
Lance

a. To be the size and shape of the riders choice.

Section  4.
Entry fees and Awards

a. Entry or participation fees are levied or waived solely at the discretion of the tournament sponsor.

b. Awards and numbers of placing are determined by the tournament sponsor.

Section  5.
Judges

a. Tournament organizers should select competent judges.  At least one judge will be an active participant in Virginia tournaments and thoroughly familiar with Virginia State Tournament riding rules.  Additionally, honorary judges may also be selected.

b. The judge’s decisions in all matters shall be binding and final.  Any questions will be submitted to the judges in a respectful manner.

Section  6.
Track

An official jousting course shall measure eighty (80) yards from start to finish.  There shall be twenty (20) yards from the starting marker to the first arch.  Thirty (30) yards from the first to the second arch, and thirty (30) yards from the second to the third arch.


Section  7.
Time and speed requirements

a. All official Virginia State Tournaments shall be timed.

b. A time limit of eight (8) seconds for the eighty (80) yard course will be enforced in all classes except for the NOVICE class.  The NOVICE class will not be timed, but all riders shall maintain a gait greater than a walk.
c. Riders exceeding the eight (8) second time limit shall be permitted a re-ride, riding only for those rings taken on the first ride.  If on this one re-ride, or any succeeding ride in that class, the time limit is not met, the rider shall receive a zero (0) score for that ride.

Section  8.
False Starts and Lowering of Lance
a. A rider may have one false start without penalty.

b. A rider may voluntarily lower the lance two (2) times during a class.  The rider will then be permitted to re-ride at only those rings not tried for on the first ride.  All rings tried for and missed are considered lost.  Any rings taken on the first ride remain, untouched, on the riders lance until the re-ride has been completed.  Any more than two (2) voluntary lowerings of the lance in a class shall automatically earn the rider a zero (0) score for that ride.

c. False starts and lowered lance rides are not subject to the eight (8) second time requirement.

d. Judges may be required to arbitrate unusual circumstances regarding lowerings and that decision shall be binding and final.

IV. THE TOURNAMENT
Section  1.
Introductory or Trial Rides


There will be no introductory or trial rides offered in any class unless permitted by the tournament sponsor.

Section  2.
Practice

Schooling of horses on the course prior to the competition will be permitted at the discretion of the tournament sponsor.  There will be no rings hung within two (2) hours before the scheduled commencement time of the tournament.


Section  3.
Scoring

a. All riders shall receive three charges at their class’ size rings:

NOVICE


-
1 ¾ inch

AMATEUR

-
1 ½ inch

SEMI-PROFESSIONAL
-
1 ¼ inch

PROFESSIONAL

-
1     inch

b. Should two or more riders have a tied score at the completion of the first three rides; and those riders have had at least one three ring ride; the rings then shall be reduced in ¼ inch increments, each tie-score rider receiving a charge at the reduced size rings until a winner is determined.  In tie-off rides the ring size will be reduced again in ¼ inch increments only if two or more riders have taken all three rings at that size.
V. VIRGINIA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
Section  1.
The Virginia State Championship is open to all legal Virginia State residents who have paid current dues to their respective local club and to the Virginia State Association.

VI. SPORTSMANSHIP
Any unsportsmanlike conduct toward judges, other participants, or horses will not be tolerated.  The participant doing so will be warned, dismissed from the tournament, or asked to leave the premises.
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